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Massachusetts has embraced the rising popularity of electric bicycles (ebikes) with
updated laws that facilitate their use while ensuring safety and compliance across the
state. This guide will dive into what you need to know about the Massachusetts ebike
laws, helping you navigate the streets and trails confidently and legally.
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Massachusetts law categorizes e-bikes into two main classes based on their
operational mechanisms and speed capabilities:

Class 1 E-Bikes: These e-bikes are pedal-assist only, with the motor ceasing to
provide assistance when the bike reaches 20 mph. They must be equipped with
a motor of no more than 750 watts.
Class 2 E-Bikes: These include a throttle and also cease to assist at speeds
above 20 mph, similar to Class 1 in terms of motor wattage.

Both classifications aim to standardize ebike use, but this falls short of the federally
recognized, 3-class ebike system. Check out our article on comprehensive e-bike
classifications for more details on regarding each classification.

Do you need a license to drive an electric bike under the new Massachusetts ebike
laws? Thankfully the answer to this is no. As of August 10, 2022, the e-bike definition
language was signed into law as amendments to the Transportation Bond Bill
(H.5151) to include Class 1 and Class 2 definitions for e-bikes. This important aspect
changed their designations.

Usage Restrictions: Under the new Massachusetts electric bike laws, Class 1
and Class 2 e-bikes are not considered “motorized bicycles” and therefore do
not require a license to operate. They are allowed on bikeways and bike paths
unless a local jurisdiction has passed a specific regulation prohibiting them
after a public notice and hearing process.

Where Can You Ride a Street Legal Electric Bike?

In Massachusetts, ebike riders enjoy many of the same rights as traditional cyclists, but
with specific exceptions to accommodate the mechanical differences:

Roads and Bikeways: Ebikes are allowed on most public roads and bikeways
unless otherwise restricted by local ordinances.
Sidewalks: Riding ebikes on sidewalks is prohibited to maintain pedestrian
safety.
Trails: The operation of ebikes on natural surface trails is generally restricted
unless explicitly permitted by local authorities. This restriction helps preserve

https://thecyclistchoice.com/resources/are-electric-bikes-street-legal
https://thecyclistchoice.com/resources/are-electric-bikes-street-legal
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H5151


the integrity of these paths for non-motorized use.

Local Regulations and Compliance

While state laws provide the basic framework, local jurisdictions have the authority to
tailor regulations based on specific needs and conditions. For instance, certain bike
paths may prohibit ebikes or impose specific speed limits. This local flexibility helps
address community concerns and geographical challenges unique to different areas of
the state.

Safety and Equipment Standards

Safety is a priority in Massachusetts’ ebike legislation. Ebikes must comply with the
same equipment and manufacturing standards as traditional bicycles, as set by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission. Additionally, from January 1, 2023, all new
ebikes must display a label indicating their class, maximum assisted speed, and motor
wattage. Altering an ebike to change its speed capabilities is prohibited unless the
label is updated accordingly to reflect these changes.

Singletrack and More

For those looking to explore the natural beauty of Massachusetts, e-bikes offer a
unique opportunity. When it comes to trails, the use of ebikes is generally not
permitted on natural surface trails (like those used for mountain biking) unless
explicitly allowed by the local jurisdiction. This keeps the path clear for traditional non-
motorized use unless a community decision is made otherwise. But if the area is open
to motorized vehicles, such as a OHV trail, then your ebike would be permitted there.

A few great options for trail riding on your ebike include:

Pittsfield State Forest offers a variety of trails for mountain bikers of all skill
levels, spanning approximately 10,000 acres along the Taconic Ridge. The
forest is noted for its scenic singletrack trails, including the Taconic Skyline
Trail, which caters to both casual rides and more challenging adventures.
Additional amenities include camping facilities, making it ideal for extended
outdoor activities.

https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Micromobility-Information-Center
https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Micromobility-Information-Center
https://www.mtbproject.com/trail/7021115/pittsfield-state-forest


October Mountain, the largest state forest in Massachusetts, covers over
16,500 acres and features a range of trails suitable for eMTB riders. The forest
includes easy family-friendly rides as well as more demanding routes. It offers
comprehensive recreational activities including hiking, boating, and camping,
enhancing the biking experience with its natural beauty and extensive facilities.

Massachusetts Electric Bike Rebates

A significant addition to the state’s e-bike policy is the introduction of rebates to
encourage e-bike purchases. The Transportation Bond Bill has allocated $1 million for
rebates that provide $500 to consumers and $750 for low-income consumers buying
e-bikes. However, these rebates are currently planned to be available only at point-of-
sale through Massachusetts-based retailers. The specifics of this rebate program,
including its official launch date, are still being finalized by the Department of Energy
Resources​.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you need a license to drive an electric bike in Massachusetts?

Are electric bikes allowed on sidewalks in Massachusetts?

Can I ride an electric bike on mountain trails in Massachusetts?

What are the financial incentives for buying an electric bike in

Massachusetts?

What classes of electric bikes are recognized in Massachusetts?

Wrapping Things Up

Whether you’re a daily commuter or a recreational rider, understanding and adhering
to the Massachusetts electric bike laws will enhance your cycling experience. As ebike
popularity continues to grow, staying informed about these laws is essential for
enjoying the benefits of e-bikes while contributing to a safe and responsible cycling
community.

https://www.mtbproject.com/directory/8008565/october-mountain-state-forest
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The following Massachusetts laws were referenced, if you’re interested in the full
details: Massachusetts General Laws ch. 90-1, ch. 90-1B, ch. 90-1C, and ch. 90-1D.
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